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DATA 2000 X-Waiver for Buprenorphine
Prescribing

Any provider may order buprenorphine or methadone for administration to admitted or registered patients for the purposes
of treating opioid withdrawal and starting or maintaining medication for addiction treatment (MAT). Providers may start
ordering and administering buprenorphine as soon as the hospital has it on formulary.

However, in order to write a prescription for buprenorphine for patients being discharged from the hospital or emergency
department (ED) to fill at an outpatient pharmacy, providers must have a DATA 2000 waiver for their DEA license. This
waiver is commonly called the “DEA-X” or “X-waiver.”

● An X-waiver is NOT required to order or administer buprenorphine in the acute care hospital setting (e.g., inpatient,
ED, urgent care).

● Patients in the hospital can be administered buprenorphine for the entire duration of their stay by physicians
without an X-waiver.

● Hospital inpatient pharmacies and ED pharmacies do not need to obtain any specific licenses or permissions to
administer buprenorphine or methadone to patients during their inpatient hospital stay or ED stay.

● A practitioner with a DEA registration can prescribe buprenorphine or methadone for pain management (not for
MAT) without an X-waiver.

Patients discharged from the ED can return to the ED for daily treatment with buprenorphine by physicians without an
X-waiver for up to 72 hours. For each episode of opioid withdrawal, a patient may come to the ED up to 3 days
consecutively1 to be treated with buprenorphine or methadone to treat their opioid withdrawal or opioid use disorder. If a
patient relapses and subsequently experiences opioid withdrawal again, they can initiate a new 3 days of treatment. This is
commonly referred to as “The 3 Day Rule.”

A physician’s responsibility and liability when an advanced practice provider (PA or NP) prescribes buprenorphine is identical
to their normal supervisory responsibilities when advanced practice providers order or prescribe any other medications,
including opioids like hydrocodone, oxycodone, or methadone.

X-WAIVER TRAINING
In April 2021, the United States Department of Health and Human Services released new practice guidelines “HHS Practice
Guidelines for the Administration of Buprenorphine for Treating Opioid Use Disorder.” The most important takeaway is that
all prescribers with a valid state license and DEA can register for an X-waiver without mandatory training. The only
requirement that changed is that prescribers no longer need to complete MAT training for the 30 patient limit.

Removing the training requirement allows a prescriber to apply for an X-waiver for up to 30 patients. The limit of 30 patients
applies only to active patients and is not an annual limit. A patient counts for this limit for the duration of the prescription.
For example, an ED physician can write 30 one-week prescriptions weekly and up to 120 one-week prescriptions in a month
and still be within the 30 patient limit  .

HOW TO APPLY FOR THE X-WAIVER
Go to the Substance Abuse and Mental Health Services Administration (SAMHSA) website to apply for the X-waiver through
the notification of intent (NOI). You will need your state license and DEA registration. CA Bridge has created a step-by-step
resource on How to Apply to Get Your X-waiver.
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https://www.naabt.org/documents/Three-day-rule.pdf
https://www.naabt.org/documents/Three-day-rule.pdf
https://www.federalregister.gov/documents/2021/04/28/2021-08961/practice-guidelines-for-the-administration-of-buprenorphine-for-treating-opioid-use-disorder
https://buprenorphine.samhsa.gov/forms/select-practitioner-type.php
https://cabridge.org/resource/how-to-apply-to-get-your-x-waiver/
http://www.bridgetotreatment.org


WHAT TO KNOW WHEN APPLYING FOR THE X-WAIVER
All X-waivered providers are limited to 300 patients actively on buprenorphine for MAT at one time. Providers are
encouraged to apply for 100 patient waiver. If desired, providers who meet specific criteria can apply to increase their
patient limit to 275 after one year at the 100-patient limit or under certain emergency conditions.

● California Physician Assistants: Must list a supervising physician (typically the department chair or medical
director). Note this supervisor is not required to have their own respective X-waiver.2

● California Nurse Practitioners: Do not need to list a supervising physician.

CONFIRMING AN X-WAIVER
SAMHSA will review applications within 45 days of receipt. Once the application is complete and the application is approved,
SAMHSA will email an approval letter. The DEA will follow up with an updated DEA license showing the X-waiver. The whole
process can take two months. The status of an individual provider’s X-waiver can be checked online, and that provider can
start prescribing buprenorphine as soon as they are approved. A provider’s X-waiver number is the same as their normal
DEA number, substituting an X for the first letter of their normal number. For example, if a provider’s DEA number is
FK1234567, their X-waiver number will be XK1234567. Verify an X-waiver through SAMHSA’s website.

USING THE X-WAIVER

How to Use Your New X-Waiver: Starting and Prescribing Buprenorphine is a tool for new buprenorphine prescribers. Topics
include treatment protocols, identifying opioid use withdrawal, prescribing buprenorphine, connecting patients to on-going
care, naloxone distribution and buprenorphine frequently asked questions.

RESOURCES

● FAQs on New HHS Guidelines (American Society of Addiction Medicine)

● Become a Buprenorphine Waivered Practitioner (SAMHSA)

● SAMHSA’s DATA Waiver application
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