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Naloxone
What you need to know about naloxone

What is naloxone?

Naloxone, also known as its brand name Narcan®, is a medication that rapidly reverses opioid overdose.
Overdose occurs when the level of opioids, or combination of opioids and other drugs, in the body causes a
person to be unresponsive or slows/stops their breathing. Naloxone has a stronger attraction to the opioid
receptors than many opioids so it knocks the opioids off the receptors for a short time. This allows a person to
breathe again and reverses the overdose.

Naloxone is a temporary drug that wears off in 30-90 minutes. This means that for 90 minutes after someone is
given naloxone, they won't be able to get high.

Why was I given naloxone?

Naloxone was administered to you because you were showing signs of an opioid overdose that could cause
severe injury or death if not treated.

Typical signs of an overdose:
● Unconsciousness
● Small or pinpoint pupils
● Weak or ineffective breathing
● Vomiting
● Pale skin including blue lips

What happens after you’ve been given naloxone?

If you experienced an opioid overdose, the naloxone should have restored your breathing and helped you regain
consciousness. You may still feel altered, agitated, or feel like you are in withdrawal.

Should I go to the hospital?

Following a naloxone reversal, it is recommended that you seek medical attention. Going to a hospital can
benefit you by getting a medical evaluation and more treatment if needed. Treatment options may include
suboxone or buprenorphine and connection to ongoing support.

How do I prevent another overdose?

Treatment with buprenorphine or methadone decreases the risk of overdose. Buprenorphine will treat opioid
withdrawal and prevent overdose. Your local hospital can help you get started on buprenorphine. If you’re still
feeling the effects of withdrawal, go to the emergency department. Emergency department staff is trained to
help you feel better.
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